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advance upon the general subject of maritime rights,1 and there is no reason to apprehend that any similar questions will ever again be the cause of War bet-ween two Nations which have such strong inducements to be at peace.
Our exemption from further molestation in these respects is one of the results of the War of 1812 and one of the many reasons -why that event should be regarded as having been of more advantage to us than any that has occurred since the adoption of the Federal Constitution.
I cannot allow myself to pass from the subject of the demands of the British Government without congratulating my countrymen on the dignity and immense power that the United States have acquired since that day. What nation in the world would now deem it either wise or safe to propose to us such terms as indispensable conditions to a treaty of peace ? Not one.
The laws to which the Chancellor objected were passed in the Assembly by a vote of nearly three fourths, and, in the  Senate, of about two thirds.    In addition to this a Resolution passed the Assembly unanimously and was concurred in by the Senate, •with equal cordiality,  declaring "that the House of Assembly  of the State of Few York view with mingled emotions of surprise  and indignation  the  extravagant and  disgraceful  terms  proposed   by the British Commissioners at Ghent; that however ardently tliey might desire the restoration of peace to their country, they would never consent to receive it at the sacrifice of National honor and dignity."   But it was seen with pain and regret that a very sliglit portion, if any, of these feelings had reached the breast  of the Chancellor, or it would perhaps be nearer the truth to say, of those by whose counsels his political course was greatly influenced.    Objections  founded  on  exclusively  constitutional  grounds,   expressed with moderation, and accompanied by circumstances indicative of regret  that official  duty  prevented  a  different  conclusion,   would doubtless have been received in a liberal and indulgent spirit, but the construction and temper of his Opinion closed the door against any such inferences, and the fact, charged at the time and never denied that he furnished a copy for the newspapers, shewed that it originated in a partizan spirit.    It was under these circumstances that Col. Young and myself, both young men, then only in the second year of our public service, stepped forward and arraigned the conduct of the Chancellor at the bar of publick opinion in terms that we would, in a different state of things, have never thought of employing.    If anything were wanting besides what appears in the
'This refers to the declaration adopted in April, 1S5G, by a congress of several maritime Powers assembled at Paris. The position of the United States is given in Wlmrton, Digest of the International Law of the United States, X, 342.—W. C. F.

